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On March 1 in Ambato, 120 km. south of Quito, Agriculture and Livestock Minister Alfredo Saltos
told reporters that the government plans to intensify forestation and reforestation programs in
areas characterized by "poor vegetation." Experts point out that deforestation is one of the causes
of Ecuador's current drought, described as a 30-year record setter. Saltos said a US$15 million loan
from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) is earmarked for reforestation of a 11,000 ha.
area in Chimborazo, Tungurahua and Bolivar departments (central region). An estimated 48% of
Ecuadoran territory, or 13 million ha. is covered by forest, mainly tropical rain forest. Foreign and
domestic sources say an average of 300,000 ha. per year are stripped of forest cover. Government
officials admit that in comparison with the rate of deforestation, the reforestation rate is almost nil.
(Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 03/01/92)
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